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(Thanks to Cathi for sending this cover photo along as well as several of the cartoons)

K-9 CAPERS

SPORTSMEN’S AGILITY TRIAL CANCELLED
Following the extension of the stay-at-home order, Sportsmen’s was forced to cancel the planned
agility trials for the end of May. No word yet on any alternative dates.

EDITOR’S NOTE
As this goes on and on, the published information for the Georgia Peach Blossom Cluster
seemed to give us a hint of what may be coming for to the dog world once we do re-open. The
following is taken from “The Canine Chronicle” http://caninechronicle.com/breaking-news/peachblossom-cluster-safetyguidelines/?fbclid=IwAR06ADrDMHMRHFXMjW93_B0eBk7CL59JD9Fu6xXzV2pU6rO936zhngC
HA-Q
It seems worth giving some thought as to how we will function in the future.

Peach Blossom Cluster Safety Guidelines

The Peach Blossom Cluster Show Committee has established safety guidelines for anyone attending their
cluster from June 17-21, 2020. Peach Blossom Show Chair Mary Ellen Macke confirmed that these rules
were reviewed by AKC and their superintendent, Onofrio Dog Shows. Here is their statement along with the
rules in place so far:
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY AND ADHERE STRICTLY

When this Corona virus hit, we were all shocked and eager to find the answer to one question… “When can
we resume life as we know it”? While we still do not have a clear answer to that question, we do know that
there is a great desire to begin to venture out and do some of the things we enjoy if we can do them carefully.
It is in that spirit that the Peach Blossom Cluster Committee, supported by the Officers, Board and Members
of the Atlanta Kennel Club, the Valdosta Kennel Club and the Combined Specialty Clubs of Atlanta, have
developed the following procedures and practices for our 2020 Cluster of Shows and Events. Everyone who
attends the cluster for any event or in any capacity is covered by these “cluster rules” as stated below.
1. The cluster will not provide for any seating around rings. Exhibitors can bring their chairs but must
maintain social distancing between each other and from the rings. Household units are free to sit together.
No group gatherings or congregating in the buildings. Chairs may be left in the buildings, if desired, at the
risk of the owners.
2. All persons entering any of the cluster buildings must wear a mask while in the building, and where
appropriate, gloves. All persons on the cluster grounds should wear a mask when in contact with others. In
open areas where you are alone, not required in Georgia. GNFA employees are bound by GNFA rules.
3. When approaching the rings for showing, only the steward will have access to the ringside catalog and
armbands and will look up your number, if necessary, and give you your armband. To facilitate this process,
please know what armbands you need. Please maintain a reasonable distance from the table and the person
in front of you when securing your armband.
4. Stewards and judges will wear masks (so train your dogs to expect a person in a mask) and judges will
have hand sanitizer available between each examination.
5. Exhibits will line up outside the ring maintaining social distancing and exhibits will be called into the ring
as each judge deems appropriate. The judge will direct you as to how to prepare your dog for exam. Follow
the judge’s directions. When gaiting with other exhibits, maintain a distance between exhibits. After
placements are made, please leave the ring and, if you are not going forward in the judging of that breed,
please leave the building. The judge or steward will direct those who will remain as to where they are to wait
for BOB judging.
6. When attending non conformation and obedience events, masks are required, and gloves are
recommended. There may be additional rules specific to other venues.
The above rules are our attempt to have a fun event and yet still maintain a level of safety for all who
attend. We will have committee members circulating to ensure that everyone understands the rules and to
answer questions. We ask that you honor any request made of you. Thank You for coming to our show and
we look forward to enjoying the Peach!
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